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No. 99. Argolamprotes micella ([Denis & Schiffermüller], 1775)
Tinea micella [Denis & Schiffermüller], 1775: 140.
Oecophora asterella Treitschke, 1833: 172.

Adult. Wingspan 12-15 mm. Head and thorax blackish brown, shiny purple-bronze, palp
segment 2 pale orange-brown; segment 3 more
brownish, especially towards apex. Forewing
blackish brown, shiny purple-bronze, stigmata
invisible; several small, silvery blue spots and
scattered shiny scales; a pair of silvery white
costal/tornal spots.
Genitalia. See generic description.
Diagnosis. Argolamprotes micella is a very
characteristic species that can be identified by
(1) the orange-brown palp and (2) the shiny
purple-bronze forewing with silvery blue markings. The male genitalia are characterised by
the spindle-shaped valva in combination with a
large truncate phallus and the female genitalia
by the almost membranous antrum and ductus
bursae in combination with a unique signum.

Argolamprotes micella, adult
(photo F. Graf).

Bionomics. Larva. Head black; prothoracic
plate blackish brown; thoracic legs blackish
brown; abdomen greyish or yellowish white
with reddish, irregular patches; anal plate
blackish brown (Schleich 1867: 451; Heckford
1998: 156-157). Host-plant. Rubus idaeus; in
England also R. fruticosus (Heckford op. cit.);
Argolamprotes micella, larva
in Sweden netted over Rubus chamaemorus in
(photo
S.D.
Beavan & R.J. Heckford).
bogs (Svensson in litt.). The larva lives inside
the buds; it moves from one shoot to another;
pupation takes place among leaves or on the
ground (Schleich op. cit.; Rössler 1882: 298;
Gregersen obs.). The habitats are open mixed
forest, woodland glades, hedgerows, gardens
etc. Univoltine. Adult: vi/2-viii/1. Larva: v.
Collecting method. Adults can be netted from
late afternoon or in the morning and are attracted to light. The larva can be found in young
shoots of of the host-plants in a similar way as
Lampronia corticella (Linnaeus, 1758) (Prodoxidae) but a fortnight later; the larva of L.
Argolamprotes micella, larval habitation in
corticella is characterised by its deep carmine
shoot
(photo S.D. Beavan & R.J. Heckford).
red colour, whereas the larva of A. micella is
greyish or yellowish with reddish, irregular patches.

Distribution.
• Denmark. First recorded by Haas (1875:
30) from NEZ and EJ. Currently common Argolamprotes micella
in all Danish districts.
• Norway. Not uncommon in S Norway
north to ON: Vinstra; in W Norway in
HOI and SFI.
• Sweden. Widespread and common in all
districts from Sk to Nb, absent from the
mountainous interior from Hr and northwards.
• Finland. First recorded by Tengström
(1848: 133) from N: Helsinki and N: Porvoo. Common and widely distributed up
to Ok: Sotkamo and Obb: Tornio.
• Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania. Widespread
and common.
• The Kaliningrad region. Recorded by Speiser (1903: 116) from Dammhof, vii.1867.
• N Poland and N Germany. Widespread and common.
• The Netherlands. Widespread, most common in the E and SE parts of the country.
• The British Isles. First recorded in England in 1962; since becoming widespread and locally
common in SW England and S Wales; five records from SE England since 2003 seem indicative of migration and there is no indication of a resident population in that area to date;
unrecorded in Scotland and Ireland.
General distribution. Widespread in C and N Europe extending to the polar circle; Russia to the
Far East; China and Japan.

Genus Pragmatodes Walsingham, 1908
Pragmatodes Walsingham, 1908: 928.
Type species: Pragmatodes fruticosella Walsingham, 1908: 929, pl. 51, fig. 10.

P. parvulata is very small – the smallest gelechiid moth in NW Europe – with a greyish, irrorated forewing and a few inconspicuous markings.
Abdominal base. Apodemes free, thin; venulae rather long, indistinct; anterior margin of sternum II membranous between apodemes.
Venation. Forewing. Male retinaculum arising from unbroken Sc; distance R1-R2 >= R2R3; R4+5 stalked, connate with M1; veins M1
to CuA2 sub-parallel; cross-vein short, from
M2 to M1. Hindwing. Cell large, 0.9 of wing
length; radial vein of cell moderately reduced;
Sc+R1 fused from base, no commissure present, approximate to costa; Rs + M1 connate,
Rs strongly up-curved; M3 from lower edge of
cell.

No. 100. Pragmatodes parvulata.
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23 plates head/palps

1. Stomopteryx remissella

2. Aproaerema sangiella

3. Aproaerema coronillella

45 male genitalia plates

7. Aproaerema ochrofasciella,
Poland, OK4912 (ZMUC).

10. Aproaerema vinella,
Germany, OK4629 (ZMUC).

37 female genitalia plates

65. Bryotropha terrella,
Denmark, HH1448 (ZMUC).

69. Bryotropha galbanella,
Denmark, HH1539 (ZMUC).

		
This book is a monographic treatment of all the 269 species of the
Gelechiidae, a family of Microlepidoptera, known to be present in North-West
Europe. The area covered comprises the Nordic countries, the Baltic countries, the
Netherlands, the British Isles, the northern part of Poland and the northern part
of Germany. All species are illustrated in colour, and structural details including
genitalia are shown to facilitate identification. There are numerous photographs
documenting the early stages and the moths’ natural resting positions. To give
accurate descriptions and present the species distribution, the authors have examined
thousands of specimens in museums and private collections and the distribution of
each species is mapped.
Gelechiid moths are highly specific in their choice of habitat and foodplants and
are especially sensitive to the ongoing destruction of their natural habitats. The
present treatment gives important information for conservationists working to save
remaining unspoilt areas.
One species new to science is described in the book.
Keld Gregersen (born 1943 in Århus, Denmark) qualified as a psychologist, and has worked as such for most of his professional life. Butterflies
and moths have been his hobby since his youth, and he has worked continuously with the Gelechiidae since 1994. His main interest is the genital
morphology of ditrysian Lepidoptera. He has published contributions on
Microlepidoptera, sometimes in joint authorship.
Ole Karsholt (born 1948 in Copenhagen, Denmark) is a self-taught lepidopterist who has studied the Gelechiidae since 1969. He was a teacher for
10 years and subsequently employed for 35 years at the Zoological Museum in Copenhagen, where he has cared for the museum’s huge collection
of butterflies and moths. He has published 340 scientific papers and books
on Lepidoptera, especially on the Gelechiidae, but also checklists and catalogues, mostly in collaboration with lepidopterists from many countries.
From 1973 to 2021 Ole has, usually with others, described 211 species of
Microlepidoptera which were new to science.
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